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SERMON. 


NUMBERS,    23:    10. 
"Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his." 

These  are  the  words  of  Balaam,  who  was  employed  by  Balak 
king  of  Moab  to  curse  Israel.  Although  this  diviner  was  evi- 
dently a  wicked  man,  employing  his  time  and  influence  in  im- 
pa-ing  upon  the  world  by  his  enchantments ;  yet,  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  God  consented  on  this  occasion  to  make  special 
communications  to  him  respecting  his  people.  He  sought  to 
know  the  mind  of  God  on  this  subject,  by  means  of  sacrifices, 
probably  in  imitation  of  a  known  practice  among  the  prophets 
of  the  Lord  in  Israel.  To  his  inquiries  God  gave  him  an  ex- 
plicit and  decided  answer ;  contrary,  however,  to  his  wishes,  and 
probably  to  his  expectations.  He  evidently  desired  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  curse  this  people.  But  the  Lord  directed  him  to  bless 
them.  He  gave  him  such  a  view  of  their  future  prosperity  and 
blessedness,  and  such  a  charge  to  speak  the  word  only  which 
was  spoken  unto  him,  that  he  felt  constrained  to  prophesy  in 
their  favor.  Though  Balaam  persevered  in  his  inquiries  after 
he  had  seen  clearly  the  disposition  of  God  to  bless  rather  than 
curse  Israel,  as  though  he  thought  to  change  his  mind  by  the 
multitude  and  costliness  of  his  sacrifices ;  yet,  at  every  interview, 
God  gave  him  new  discoveries  of  their  future  greatness  and 
glory,  and  new  assurances  of  his  determination  to  bless  them. 
The  words  of  the  text  are  the  last  expression  contained  in  what 
he  was  directed  to  say  to  Balak,  after  having  sacrificed  upon  the 
first  seven  altars  which  they  had  erected.  "And  the  Lord  put 
a  word  to  Balaam's  moulh,  and  said.  Return  unto  Balak,  and 
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thus  thou  shalt  speak.  And  he  returned  unto  him  ;  and  lo,  he 
stood  by  his  burnt  sacrifice,  he  and  all  the  princes  of  Moab. 
And  he  took  up  his  parable  and  said,  Balak  the  king  of  Moab 
hath  brought  me  from  Aram,  out  of  the  mountains  of  the  east, 
saying,  Come,  curse  me  Jacob;  and  come,  defy  Israel.  How 
shall  I  curse  whom  God  hath  not  cursed  ?  or  how  shall  I  defy 
whom  the  Lord  hath  not  defied  1  For  from  the  top  of  the  rocks 
I  see  him,  and  from  the  hills  I  behold  him.  Lo,  the  people 
shall  dwell  alone,  and  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  nations. 
Who  can  count  the  dust  of  Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fourth 
part  of  Israel?  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let 
my  last  end  be  like  his." 

By  this  last  expression  it  seems,  that  God  was  pleased,  in  this 
vision,  to  give  Balaam  not  only  a  view  of  the  temporal  prosperity 
and  blessedness  of  the  righteous,  as  Israel  as  a  nation  was  then 
considered  to  be,  but  of  their  peaceful  and  triumphant  death. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  this  was  the  first  intimation  that  this 
heathen  magician  had  ever  received  of  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  a  state  of  retribution  beyond  the  grave.  And  while 
he  saw,  by  prophetic  vision,  the  glorious  inheritance  which  awaits 
the  righteous  in  a  future  world,  and  the  composure  and  happi- 
ness with  which  they  would  often  meet  death,  he  felt  a  strong 
desire,  when  his  time  should  come,  to  die  in  the  same  happy 
manner.  He,  therefore,  feelingly  exclaims,  "Let  me  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his." 

A  clear  view  of  the  peaceful  and  triumphant  manner  in 
which  the  righteous  sometimes  leave  the  world  is  suited  to  pro- 
duce the  feelings  which  are  here  expressed,  in  the  mind  of  every 
beholder.  They  are  just  what  many  wicked  men,  besides  Ba- 
laam, have  indulged  and  expressed.  The  general  truth,  there- 
fore, to  which  the  text  seems  to  invite  our  attention  at  this  time, 
is  the  following: 

Even  the  wicked  sometimes  desire  to  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous. 

To  illustrate  this  truth,  I  shall  show, 

I.  Who  the  righteous  are  ; 

II.  How  they  sometimes  die  ; 

III.  Why  the  wicked  desire  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous; 
1Y.  What  they  must  do  that  they  may  die  the  death  of  the 

righteous. 


I.  It  may  be  thought  unnecessary  here  to  spend  time  to  show 
who  the  righteous  are.  But  on  such  a  subject  as  (his,  we  cannot  be 
too  careful  to  avoid  mistakes.  The  term  righteous  is  used  in  the 
scriptures  in  two  different  senses.  It  sometimes  means  one  who 
perfectly  obeys  the  law  of  God.  But  this  cannot  be  its  meaning 
in  the  words  of  the  text;  because  in  this  sense,  "there  is  none 
righteous,  no  not  one."  ""Who  can  say  I  have  made  my  heart 
clean,  I  am  pure  from  my  sin  ?  "  "  There  is  not  a  just  man 
upon  earth,  that  doeth  good,  and  sinneth  not."  By  the  term 
righteous  as  used  in  the  text,  is  not  meant  a  person  who  has  per- 
fectly kept  the  law  of  God  ;  but,  what  it  much  more  frequently 
signifies  in  the  scriptures,  a  reformed  sinner.  In  the  language 
of  the  Bible,  all  mankind  are  sinners.  The  righteous,  of  which 
it  so  often  speaks  in  contrast  with  the  wicked,  are  penitent,  be- 
lieving sinners,  or  those  who  have  broken  off  their  sins  by  right- 
eousness, and  their  iniquities  by  turning  unto  God  ;  and  who 
now,  renouncing  all  dependence  upon  their  own  good  deed-,  trust 
in  Christ  alone  as  the  ground  of  their  justification.  The  wicked, 
in  distinction  from  the  righteous,  are  those,  who  do  not  truly  re- 
pent ;  who  in  their  hearts  reject  the  offered  Savior ;  and  who 
still  continue  in  their  sins.  The  righteous,  whose  death  Balaam 
beheld,  and  which  he  desired  his  might  resemble,  were  those  who 
had  forsaken  their  sins,  and  cast  themselves  upon  a  promised 
Savior  for  pardon  ;  and  who,  in  the  exercise  of  faith  in  his 
name,  had  lived  in  a  good  degree  conformed  to  his  precepts  and 
example.     But 

II.  How  do  persons  of  this  description  die?  There  is  gener- 
ally a  perceptible  difference  between  their  death,  and  the  death 
of  others  ;  and  sometimes  the  difference  is  very  striking  ;  for 

1.  They  sometimes  die  in  the  exercise  of  a  high  degree  of 
submission  to  the  divine  will.  Death  is,  in  itself,  an  evil.  In  the 
dissolution  of  the  body,  and  in  the  separation  of  the  soul  from 
this  its  earthly  residence,  there  is  something  dreadful  to  human 
nature.  There  are  those,  who  are  all  their  life-time  subject  to 
bondage  through  fear  of  death.  The  honor  of  his  pale  visage, 
and  the  darkness  of  the  vale,  through  which  he  conducts  its  vic- 
tims, overcome  their  fortitude  and  fill  them  with  trembling  at  his 
approach.  The  thought,  too,  of  relinquishing  all  their  earthly 
hopes,  and  parting  with  all  that  they  love  in  this  world,  is  more 
than  they  can  bear.     They  cling  to  life,  and  to  its  fancied  enjoy- 


ments,  and  refuse  to  give  them  up.  But  the  righteous  are  willing 
to  die.  They  love  God  more  than  they  do  life,  and  are,  there- 
fore, willing  at  his  call  to  resign  it.  Though  they  are  not  insen- 
sible to  the  pleasures  which  the  world  affords ;  though  nature  re- 
coils at  the  thought  of  death,  and  a  pensiveness  and  solemnity 
attend  their  reflections  upon  the  grave ;  though  they  sincerely 
love  their  friends,  and  would  gladly,  if  the  will  of  God  were  so, 
retain  their  society ;  though  they  are  not  sure  of  an  inheritance 
in  heaven,  and  often  feel  a  trembling  solicitude  in  view  of  the 
decisions  of  the  great  day  ;  yet  they  cordially  give  themselves  up 
to  God,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure.  Many  a 
Christian,  who  has  had  all  which  possessions  and  friends,  which 
pleasant  prospects  and  distinguished  usefulness  could  present,  to 
bind  him  to  life,  has  been  willing  at  the  call  of  God  to  resign  it. 
Solemn  as  has  been  the  hour  of  their  departure,  they  have  an- 
ticipated it  with  composure,  and  met  it  with  fortitude.  Paul  had 
the  same  natural  attachment  to  life,  which  other  men  have  ;  and 
on  the  ground  of  his  eminent  usefulness,  there  were  good  reasons 
why  he  should  earnestly  desire  to  live  if  it  were  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God.  But  when,  by  the  indications  of  his  providence, 
he  saw  that  God  designed  his  speedy  removal,  he  was  perfectly 
submissive  to  the  event.  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand." 

2.  The  righteous  often  die  in  the  exercise  of  a  lively  faith. 
The  experience  which  they  have  had  through  life  of  God's  faith- 
fulness, and  the  knowledge  of  him  which  they  have  acquired 
from  other  sources,  often,  at  the  close  of  life,  greatly  strengthens 
their  faith.  Besides,  it  seems  to  be  agreeable  to  his  design,  to 
grant  them  strength  according  to  their  day.  "  As  their  outward 
man  decays,  their  inward  man  is,"  in  numerous  instances  known 
to  be  "  renewed  day  by  day."  "  Their  path  is  as  the  rising  light 
that  shineth  more  and  more  until  the  perfect  day."  God  pre- 
pares them  for  the  event  that  awaits  them.  They  are  often  seen 
growing  in  grace  more  rapidly,  and  ripening  for  glory,  before 
there  is  any  other  distinct  intimation  that  they  have  not  long 
to  live.  Their  faith  strengthens.  They  enjoy  clearer  views  of 
God,  feel  more  sensibly  their  dependence  upon  him,  become  more 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  divine  influence  upon  the  heart 
in  order  to  promote  holiness  among  men,  grow  more  importunate 
in  their  prayers  for  this  inestimable  blessing,  and  rely  with  a 


stronger  confidence  upon  the  promises  of  God  to  his  people. 
When  attacked  by  some  incurable  disorder,  and  convinced  that 
they  have  not  long  to  live,  they  often  seem  to  let  go  their  hold  of 
the  world,  and  to  aspire  with  new  ardor  after  the  enjoyments  of 
heaven.  Now  what  is  said  in  the  scriptures  of  death,  of  heaven, 
and  of  hell,  appear  like  realities.  Eternity  draws  near,  and  their 
spiritual  vision  becomes  more  distinct  and  satisfactory.  Their 
stupidity  is  removed.  Their  unbelief  and  scepticisms  die  away 
before  the  glorious  realities  which  appear  before  them  in  the  eter- 
nal world.  And  their  happiness  seems  to  increase  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  their  faith.  While  they  "  behold  as  in  a  glass 
the  glory  of  God,"  they  seem  to  be  "  changed  into  the  same  image 
from  glory  to  glory."  We  have  often  seen  the  righteous,  just  at 
the  close  of  life,  peculiarly  happy  in  view  of  the  objects  which 
faith  presents  before  them.  To  them,  it  has  indeed  been  "  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not 
seen."  They  have  often  rejoiced  in  view  of  the  glory  of  God, 
the  preciousness  of  Christ,  the  fullness  and  freeness  of  his  salva- 
tion, and  the  certain  accomplishment  of  all  his  purposes.  The 
happiness  they  have  sometimes  experienced  in  view  of  these 
things  at  the  close  of  life,  has  been  far  greater  than  anything 
which  they  have  before  enjoyed.  They  seemed  to  stand  upon 
"mount  Pisgah,"  with  a  fair  prospect  of  the  heavenly  Canaan 
before  them.     This  leads  me  to  observe 

3.  That  the  righteous  sometimes  die,  not  only  in  the  lively 
exercise  of  faith,  but  of  hope.  As  salvation  is  promised  to  men 
upon  condition  of  faith,  and  its  attendant  holy  affections,  their 
evidence  of  their  good  estate  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  their  faith.  With  that  increase  of  faith,  which  the  righteous 
frequently  experience  at  the  near  approach  of  death,  there  will 
therefore  be  an  increase  of  hope.  This  we  find  to  be  true  in 
fact.  The  hopes  of  the  righteous  do,  generally,  strengthen  in 
the  near  prospect  of  death.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  those, 
who  have,  ever  since  their  acceptance  of  the  Savior,  been  troubled 
with^doubts  and  fears,  to  be  set  entirely  at  liberty  near  the  close  of 
life,  and  enabled  to  meet  death  with  a  joyful  and  well-grounded 
expectation  of  being  received  to  mansions  of  bliss.  The  Apos- 
tle Paul  looked  forward  to  the  time  of  his  departure  with  a  strong 
confidence  that  he  should  be  happy.  The  language  which  he 
used  as  the  time  drew  niglTseems  to  indicate  not  merely  a  hope 
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but  an  assurance  of  his  salvation,  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered, 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Hence- 
forth there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge  will  give  meat  that  day,  and  not  to  me 
only,  but  to  all  who  love  his  appearing."  Solomon  says,  "  The 
wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness  :  but  the  righteous  hath 
hope  in  his  death."  "Mark  the  perfect  man,"  says  the  Psalmist, 
"  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 
This  good  man  had  hope  in  his  own  case.  "  Thou  wilt  guide 
me,"  he  says,  "  by  thy  counsel,  and  afterward  receive  me  into 
glory."  John  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  "  Blessed  are 
the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
These  precious  declarations  are  known  to  the  righteous,  and  they 
believe  them.  When,  therefore,  they  are  conscious  of  being  the 
subjects  of  that  faith,  which  is  "  counted  unto  men  for  righteous- 
ness," they  have  good  ground  to  hope  that  they  shall  be  saved. 
This  hope  does  greatly  support  them  in  the  trying  hour.  They 
feel  themselves  in  distress  and  pain,  and  they  are  hourly  expecting 
the  agonies  of  death.  But  they  look  forward  with  an  expecta- 
tion of  entering  the  "  rest  that  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God." 
—  of  going  soon  to  heaven,  where  God  "  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes  ;  "  where  "  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither 
sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain  , "  "  for 
the  former  things "  will  then  "  have  passed  away."  They  are 
indeed  now  called  to  a  painful  separation  from  kindred  and  friends 
on  earth ;  but,  this  is  with  the  expectation  of  entering  "  the  gen- 
eral assembly  and  the  church  of  the  First-born  whose  names  are 
written  in  heaven."  Though,  when  they  think  of  their  friends, 
and  others  to  whom  they  might  be  useful,  they  often  feel  with 
the  Apostle,  that  "  to  abide  in  the  flesh  is  needful  for  them  ;  " 
yet  with  him  they  can  also  say,  but  we  "  have  a  desire  to  depart, 
and  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better."  The  righteous  do 
frequently  leave  the  world  with  a  hope  that  supports  them  in 
death.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing,  even  in  the  limited  circle 
of  our  acquaintance,  to  see  individuals,  in  the  near  prospect  of 
death,  borne  above  its  fears,  and  waiting  and  wishing  for  the 
time,  when  they  shall  be  absent  from  the  body  and  present  with 
the  Lord. 


4.  The  righteous  sometimes  die,  with  a  comparatively  pleas- 
ant retrospect  of  their  past  lives.  Though  they  have  no 
pleasure  in  the  review  of  that  part  of  it  which  has  been  spent  in 
the  service  of  sin ;  yet  it  gives  them  pleasure  to  look  back  and 
contemplate  the  time  when  they  heartily  renounced  the  ways  of 
sin,  and  turned  unto  the  Lord.  Though  they  see  much  in  their 
lives  since  they  have  been  the  professed  servants  of  God,  which 
is  contrary  to  his  commands  and  painful  to  review  ;  yet  they  see 
something,  on  which  they  can  reflect  with  pleasure.  The  Apos- 
tle Paul  reflected  with  the  deepest  sorrow,  and  self-abasement  upon 
that  part  of  his  life,  which  preceded  his  conversion,  in  which  he, 
with  so  much  violence,  persecuted  the  Church  of  Christ.  And 
he  was  fully  aware  of  his  imperfections  after  his  conversion. 
These  he  repeatedly  mentions  as  evidence  of  his  great  unwor- 
thiness,  and  as  an  occasion  of  deep  humility.  But  upon  what 
he  had  been  enabled,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  do  for  the  pro- 
motion of  Christianity  in  the  world,  he  looked  back  with 
pleasure. 

After  his  condemnation  to  death,  and  while  he  was  looking 
forward  to  the  time  of  his  martyrdom,  he  did  sincerely  and  bold- 
ly say,  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith."  This  retrospect  of  his  past  life,  undoubt- 
edly contributed  much  to  the  happiness,  which  he  enjoyed  in 
prospect  of  death.  If,  instead  of  being  able  to  say,  "  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,"  he  had  been  obliged  to  say,  "  I  have  acted 
a  cowardly  part  in  my  Master's  service  ;  "  if,  instead  of  saying,  "  I 
have  finished  my  course,"  he  had  been  obliged  to  say,  "the  great 
work  which  was  given  me  to  do  has  all  been  neglected  ; "  if, 
instead  of  being  able  to  say,  "  I  have  kept  the  faith,"  he  had 
been  obliged  to  say,  "  I  have  denied  the  faith,  and  been  a  traitor 
to  my  Lord  ;  "  how  very  different  would  have  been  his  feelings 
in  prospect  of  death  !  Every  one  must  see,  that  a  consciousness 
of  having  been  in  a  good  degree  faithful  in  these  respects,  was  a 
source  of  great  consolation  to  him  in  a  dying  hour.  The  same 
substantially  is  true  of  the  righteous  generally.  They  all  feel 
that  they  are  sinners,  needing  the  pardoning  mercy  of  God. 
They  view  their  lives,  even  since  their  conversion,  as  full  of  im- 
perfections. But  in  many  important  respects,  they  know  they 
have  been  faithful ;  and  a  consciousness  that  in  these  things  they 
have  done  their  duty,  is  something  which  gives  them  great  con- 
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solation  in  their  departing  moments.  A  righteous  man,  even 
if  he  has  hope  in  his  death,  must  view  every  act  of  his  which 
has  publicly  reproached  the  Redeemer,  or  endangered  the  souls 
of  his  fellow  creatures,  with  anguish  of  heart.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  reflection  upon  everything  which  he  has  done  to  the 
honor  of  God,  or  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  will  be  an  unspeakable 
consolation.  With  all  their  imperfections,  the  righteous  generally 
have  this  consolation  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  when  they  leave 
the  world. 

Having  shown  at  some  length,  how  the  righteous  sometimes 
die,  I  now  proceed  to  show 

III.  Why  the  wicked  wish  to  die  like  them.  This  is  not 
because  they  truly  desire  to  be  righteous ;  but  simply  because 
they  desire  to  be  safe  and  happy.  They  have  learned  from  the 
word  of  God,  and  they  have  seen  with  their  own  eyes,  that 
"  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death."  They  have  also  learned 
from  the  word  of  God,  that  "  when  a  wicked  man  dieth,  his 
expectation  perisheth,"  and  they  have  probably  seen  many  in- 
stances in  which  the  wicked  have  left  the  world,  with  dreadful 
forebodings  of  future  misery.  Like  Balaam,  therefore,  who,  by 
the  Spirit  of  inspiration,  was  enabled  clearly  to  discern  the  truth 
on  this  subject,  they  are  in  many  instances  ready  to  say,  "  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like 
his."  If  it  was  as  safe,  and  as  honorable,  to  die  the  death  of  the 
wicked,  as  that  of  the  righteous,  the  wicked  would  not  desire  to 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous.  If  they  knew  they  could  be  hap- 
py to  live  and  die  in  sin,  they  would  prefer  this  course  to  that  of 
the  righteous.  It  is  only  when  the  wicked  believe,  that  the  end 
of  the  righteous  is  more  blessed  than  theirs,  that  they  wish  it 
might  be  their  own.  They  are  always  contented  with  the  death 
of  the  wicked,  and  with  the  end  of  the  wicked,  so  long  as  they 
suppose  the  death  and  the  end  of  the  wicked  are  happy.  It  was 
because  Balaam  saw  that  the  end  of  the  righteous  is  happiness 
and  the  end  of  the  wicked  misery,  that  he  so  earnestly  desired  that 
the  former  might  be  his.  And  it  is  on  the  same  ground  precise- 
ly, that  there  are  any  wicked  men  now,  who  are  the  subjects  of 
similar  feelings. 

But  I  promised  to  show 

IV.  How  the  wicked  may  die  the  death  of  the  righteous. 
This  they  may  do  by  becoming  righteous  themselves,  and  living 
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such  a  life  as  shall  prepare  the  way  for  the  peaceful  and  trium- 
phant death,  which  has  been  described.  It  is  a  clear  case,  that 
if  they  would  die  as  the  righteous  do,  they  must  become  like  the 
righteous  in  their  feelings  and  conduct.  The  righteous  have 
repented  of  their  sins,  and  received  by  faith  the  Son  of  God  as 
their  Savior.  Instead  of  hating  God,  as  they  once  did,  and  as 
all  the  wicked  now  do,  they  love  him  supremely.  Instead  of 
attempting  to  justify  themselves  on  account  of  their  own  righte- 
ousness, they  now  renounce  all  their  self-righteousness  as  filihy 
rags,  and  feel  and  acknowledge  themselves  as  hell-deserving 
sinners.  Instead  of  attempting  to  claim  heaven  as  the  rewaid 
of  their  own  merit,  as  they  once  did,  and  as  sinners  in  general 
now  do,  they  look  for  it  as  an  undeserved  favor,  —  as  the  gift 
of  God's  mercy  through  Jesus  Christ.  Instead  of  submitting  to 
God  as  they  once  did,  merely  because  they  cannot  "  flee  out  of 
his  hands,"  they  now  submit  to  him  of  choice.  They  choose  to 
be  at  his  disposal,  because  they  love  him,  and  desire  that  he  may 
be  glorified.  Instead  of  viewing  the  Lord  Jesus  with  indiffer- 
ence, and  feeling  as  they  once  did  no  particular  pleasure  or  in- 
terest in  the  plan  of  salvation  through  his  sufferings  and  death, 
they  now  view  him  as  a  being  infinitely  precious,  and  glory  in  the 
hope  of  salvation  through  his  blood.  Instead  of  viewing  the  service 
of  God  on  earth  as  a  burden  which  they  must  sustain,  as  the 
means  of  their  safety,  they  now  esteem  it  as  their  highest  delight. 
Even  the  sacrifices,  the  self-denial,  and  the  crosses,  to  which 
they  are  occasionally  called,  are  met  with  cheerfulness,  and  at- 
tended with  a  greater  pleasure  than  they  ever  enjoyed  in  their 
attempts  to  avoid  them.  Now  it  is  this  change  of  feeling  and 
conduct,  which  prepares  the  righteous  to  be  happy  in  death. 
They  know,  if  they  were  the  subjects  of  the  same  feelings  which 
they  once  indulged,  and  following  in  the  same  course  of  life  that 
they  once  pursued,  they  could  not  meet  death  in  peace.  The  feel- 
ings and  conduct  consequent  upon  this  change,  are  the  conditions, 
on  which  God  condescends  to  own  them  as  his  children,  and  to 
bless  them  with  the  light  of  his  countenance.  Without  this 
change,  they  could  neither  feel  themselves  prepared  to  enter 
upon  the  state,  into  which  death  introduces  them,  nor  could  they 
enjoy  the  divine  presence  as  they  pass  its  gloomy  vale.  The 
wicked,  therefore,  may  see  from  what  the  righteous  have  done, 
what  they  have  to  do  in  order  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
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They  must  become  sensible  of  their  sinful,  perishing  condition 
without  an  interest  in  Christ,  and  with  a  submissive,  humble, 
contrite  heart,  cast  themselves  upon  him  for  mercy.  They  must 
renounce  the  world  in  their  hearts,  and  set  their  affections  on 
God,  and  things  above.  They  must  break  off  all  their  external 
sins,  and  make  the  commandments  of  God  the  rule,  by  which 
they  govern  their  lives.  There  is  no  such  thing,  my  friends,  as 
being  a  truly  righteous  man,  and  enjoying  the  privileges  of 
righteous  men,  while  we  indulge  the  feelings  and  live  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  maxims  of  the  world. 

Those  who  would  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ought  imme- 
diately to  become  righteous  persons.  If  this  work  be  delayed, 
the  death  of  the  sinner  will  be  their  portion.  If  they  are  now 
impenitent  sinners,  and  death  should  overtake  them  before  the 
requsite  change  has  taken  place,  their  death  must  be  the  death 
of  an  impenitent  sinner,  and  followed  with  all  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences of  dying  in  their  sins.  No  impenitent  sinner,  however 
desirous  he  may  be  of  dying  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  of 
having  his  last  end  like  his,  can  reasonably  expect  to  enjoy  this 
inestimable  privilege,  unless  he  immediately  breaks  off  his  sins 
by  righteousness,  and  his  iniquities  by  turning  unto  God.  The 
longer  he  delays  this  great  work,  the  longer,  in  all  probability, 
will  he  be  disposed  to  delay  it,  until  death  shall  finally  overtake 
him  in  his  sins.  To  all  who  intend  to  secure  for  themselves 
this  precious  blessing,  the  Apostle's  admonition  is  peculiarly  per- 
tinent and  timely.  "  Behold  noio  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold 
now  is  the  day  of  salvation." 

This  subject  suggests  a  number  of  reflections  too  important  to 
be  overlooked  on  this  occasion. 

1.  We  may  learn  from  it,  the  involuntary  respect,  which  the 
wicked  are  obliged  to  pay  to  true  religion.  Balaam  was  an 
enemy  to  the  religion  of  the  Jews,  and  desirous  of  obtaining 
liberty  to  curse  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  But  with  all  his 
desires  and  efforts  to  curse  Israel,  he  was  constrained  at  length 
to  pronounce  them  blessed.  At  the  very  time  when  he  was  at- 
tempting, by  all  the  devices  in  his  power,  to  procure  their  igno- 
minious and  accursed  death,  he  was  shown  that  their  death,  too, 
would  be  blessed.  So  impressed  is  he  with  the  peaceful  and 
triumphant  manner  in  which  the  good  people  in  Israel  had  died, 
and  would  continue  to  die,  that  he  exclaims  in  the  very  predic- 
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tion  in  which  he  is  expected  to  pronounce  their  shameful  exter- 
mination, "Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last 
end  be  like  his." 

The  world  are  all  in  heart  opposed  to  the  religion  of  Christ, 
and  they  often  affect  to  despise  it,  to  represent  that  change  in 
which  it  has  its  origin,  as  entirely  unimportant.  But  in  ten  thou- 
sand instances,  they  are  obliged,  in  spite  of  themselves,  to  acknowl- 
edge its  salutary  effects. 

There  are  many,  who  are  careless  of  the  approach  of  death, 
and  who  appear  ordinarily  to  think  that  no  special  preparation 
for  this  is  necessary.  But  many  of  these,  when  they  see  the 
composure,  the  submission,  the  triumphant  faith,  and  lively  hope, 
which  sometimes  attend  the  true  Christian's  departure,  are 
constrained  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  text,  and  say,  "  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be 
like  his." 

2.  If  the  wicked  often  desire  to  die  as  the  righteous  do,  we 
may  see  the  reason,  why  they  so  often  attempt  to  imitate  the 
righteous  in  death.  It  is  a  fact  which  needs  to  be  better  known, 
and  more  seriously  considered,  that  all  that  composure,  and  sub- 
mission, and  faith,  and  hope,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the  Chris- 
tian dies,  may  be  counterfeited,  and  is  often  counterfeited,  in  the 
hour  of  death.  "  Rosseau,  the  hardened  villany  of  whose  life 
is  almost  without  a  parallel  in  modern  times,  and  who  seems  to 
have  assumed  the  mask  of  virtue  for  no  other  purpose,  than  that 
of  propagating  with  more  success,  the  blackest  vice,  says  in  tbat 
very  book  which  contains  a  confession  of  his  crimes,  that  no  man 
can  come  to  the  the  throne  of  God,  and  say,  /  am  a  better  man 
than  Rosseau.''''  And  just  before  he  expired,  he  observed  to  his 
mistress;  "Ah,  my  dear,  how  happy  a  thing  it  is  to  die,  when 
one  has  no  reason  for  remorse  or  self-reproach.  Then,  addressing 
himself  to  the  Almighty,  he  said,  Eternal  Being  !  the  soul  that 
I  am  going  to  give  thee  back,  is  as  pure  at  this  moment,  as  it 
was  when  it  proceeded  from  thee  ;  render  it  the  partaker  of  thy 
felicity." 

Although  this  is  an  entire  failure  ;  yet  it  is  evidently  an  at- 
tempt to  imitate  the  composure  and  peace  of  a  dying  saint.  Nor 
is  it  incredible  that  a  man  who  has  practiced  deceit  upon  himself 
through  his  whole  life,  should  attempt  the  same  at  death.  The 
opinion  that  all  men  are  honest  at  death,  is  not  true.     There  is, 
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indeed,  less  temptation  to  dishonesty  at  death,  than  in  life ;  but 
if  there  is  a  temptation  presented  at  this  trying  hour,  a  dishonest 
heart,  under  the  influence  of  long  cherished  habits  of  deceit,  may 
be  expected  to  yield.  Those  who  flatter  themselves  through 
life,  that  they  are  righteous,  without  evidence  of  the  fact,  will  be 
likely  to  cherish  the  same  delusion  in  death.  Those  who  have 
worn  the  mask  of  hypocrisy,  through  a  long  life,  will  be  likely 
to  see  some  motive  for  keeping  it  on  in  a  dying  hour.  It  is  con- 
trary to  the  pride  of  man,  which  follows  him  to  the  grave,  to 
own  his  hypocrisy,  or  to  acknowledge  himself  a  sinner.  Many 
affect  the  peace  and  composure  of  the  righteous,  in  a  dying  hour, 
to  save  themselves  from  the  dreadful  apprehension  which  must 
follow  the  admission  of  the  fact  that  they  are  sinners.  Some 
do  this  to  save  the  feelings  of  their  friends.  Some  do  it  with  a 
view  to  preserve  the  credit  of  the  religion  which  they  feel  them- 
selves pledged  to  support.  Some  do  it,  because  they  are  too 
proud  to  admit,  themselves,  or  let  others  see,  what  are  their  real 
characters.  Let  all  beware  how  they  impose  upon  themselves, 
or  the  world  in  life,  lest  they  be  given  "  over  to  a  reprobate 
mind,"  and  their  habits  of  deception  follow  them  to  the 
grave. 

3.  If  the  wicked  desire  to  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  it  is 
evident  that  they  are  frequently  very  much  disappointed  in  this 
respect.  Many  who  have  often  admired  the  peaceful,  submis- 
sive, and  happy  manner  in  which  the  righteous  leave  the  world, 
and  who  have  often  said  to  themselves,  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his,"  never  die  in  this  way. 
Children  who  have  witnessed  the  consolation  which  their  godly 
parents  have  enjoyed  upon  the  bed  of  death,  who  have  been 
comforted  at  the  thought,  that  the  friends  they  were  about  to 
lose,  were  going  to  heaven,  and  who  have  hoped  that  when  the 
time  of  their  own  departure  shall  arrive,  they  shall  enjoy  the 
same  consolation,  have  often  died  in  a  very  different  manner  ;  — 
some  of  them  in  brutal  insensibility  ;  some  of  them  in  criminal 
unbelief ;  some  of  them  in  doubt  and  fearful  anxiety  ;  some  of 
them  in  absolute  despair.  It  is  truly  affecting  to  consider  how 
many  there  are,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  who  know  there  is  an 
antidote  against  the  terrors  of  the  grave,  who  have  actually  seen 
death  robbed  of  its  sting,  but  who,  when  they  are  called  them- 
selves to  die,  find  nothing  to  cheer  their  departing  spirits.     But 
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what  must  be  their  disappointment,  when  they  feel  the  contrast 
between  their  present  condition  and  former  hopes  1 

4.  It  is  evident  from  the  subject  now  before  us,  that  the  con- 
sciences of  the  wicked  are  in  favor  of  the  righteous,  and  against 
themselves.  The  fact,  that  they  are  constrained  to  acknowledge 
the  blessedness  of  the  righteous  in  death,  and  to  desire  that  tbey 
may  die  like  them,  clearly  indicates  a  conviction  that  a  life  of 
this  happy  termination,  is  the  life  which  they  ought  to  live. 
When  the  mind  of  a  sinner  is  properly  enlightened,  his  con- 
science speaks  as  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  life  of  the  righteous, 
as  it  does  in  favor  of  their  death.  All  the  holy  exercises  of  the 
Christian,  his  love,  his  penitence,  his  humility,  his  confidence  in 
God,  and  zeal  in  his  service,  much  as  the  wicked  may  affect  to 
despise  them,  have  a  testimony  in  their  breasts,  which  cannot  be 
wholly  disregarded.  So,  too,  have  the  external  duties,  by  the 
performance  of  which  the  righteous  are  distinguished.  The 
wicked  cannot  witness  the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  the  manner 
in  which  they  observe  the  institutions  of  the  gospel,  or  the  exer- 
tions they  make  for  the  promotion  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
salvation  of  men,  without  sometimes  feeling  a  conviction  of  the 
moral  excellence  and  moral  obligation  of  this  mode  of  life.  The 
fact  that  the  consciences  of  the  wicked,  when  enlightened,  are  in 
favor  of  the  righteous,  and  against  themselves,  is  a  most  interest- 
ing and  important  fact.  It  gives  the  righteous  an  opportunity 
of  exerting  the  most  salutary  influence  over  the  wicked.  It  shows 
that  the  wicked  may  be  obliged  to  be  sentimentally  the  friends 
of  the  righteous,  even  while  they  are  in  heart  their  enemies.  It 
shows  also  that  the  wicked  may  be  their  own  worst  enemies,  the 
means  of  their  own  keenest  torture,  while  they  love  themselves 
supremely,  and  regard  no  other  interest  but  their  own.  It  should 
be  an  object  with  the  righteous  so  to  conduct  as  always  to  have 
a  testimony  in  their  favor  in  the  consciences  of  the  wicked. 
This  is  the  grand  secret  of  their  influence  and  usefulness  with 
the  world. 

5.  If  the  death  of  the  righteous  is  so  blessed,  as  to  be  an 
object  of  desire  to  the  wicked,  then  those  who  are  called  to  part 
with  pious  friends,  may  have  great  consolation  in  their  death. 
When  they  see  them  depart  in  the  exercise  of  submission  to  the 
will  of  God,  a  triumphant  faith  in  his  promises,  and  a  joyful 
hope  of  future  bliss,  they  surely  have  no  reason  to  mourn  on  their 
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account.  Although  their  loss  is  great ;  yet  they  have  the  conso- 
lation of  believing,  that  this  is  the  unspeakable  gain  of  their  de- 
parted friends.  This  subject,  it  is  believed,  must  administer 
comfort  to  the  friends  of  that  amiable  young  lady,  whose  re- 
mains now  lie  before  us.  Without  any  design  of  eulogizing  the 
dead,  or  of  flattering  the  living,  we  may  say,  as  a  just  tribute  to 
her  memory,  that  she  lived  and  died  like  a  Christian.  Though 
she  was  endued  by  nature  with  a  very  social  and  pleasant  dis- 
position, and  favored  in  the  course  of  Providence  with  a  refined 
education,  and  attentive  from  her  childhood  to  the  rules  of 
morality  ;  yet  she  was  early  made  sensible,  that  however  desi- 
rable these  things  might  be  in  regard  to  her  usefulness  and 
happiness  in  this  world,  they  were  not  the  requisite  preparations 
for  heaven.  She  was  led  to  see  herself  a  sinner,  and  to  feel  her 
need  of  that  Savior,  who  has  given  his  life  a  ransom  for 
the  guilty. 

Some  years  since  she  was  the  subject  of  a  change,  apparently 
wrought  in  her  heart  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  She  has 
ever  since,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  appeared  to  love  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  sought  to  honor  him  by  a  life  devoted  to  his 
service.  During  the  progress  of  the  disease,  which  has  ended 
her  days,  she  often  manifested,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
spirit  of  a  Christian.  At  a  short  interview  with  her,  a  few  days 
before  her  death,  I  found  her  sweetly  resigned  to  the  will  of  God, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  strong  faith  in  Christ  as  her  Savior,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  lively  hope  of  a  glorious  immortality.  There 
were  manifest  in  her  appearance  and  conversation,  the  meekness, 
the  humility,  and  the  peace  of  the  Christian.  The  interview, 
though  truly  solemn,  was  to  me  intensely  interesting  and  joyful. 
Seldom  have  I  seen  religion  in  a  more  lovely  attitude,  or  been 
more  deeply  impressed  with  its  benign  effects  upon  the  world.  I 
could  not  doubt  that  this  happy  subject  of  its  consolations  was 
prepared  for  "  the  rest  that  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God." 

Her  parents,  and  brothers  and  sisters,  sustain  a  great  loss  in 
the  death  of  this  amiable  daughter  and  sister.  But,  my  respect- 
ed friends,  you  have  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  your  loss 
is  her  unspeakable  gain.  May  God  grant  you  support  in  this 
day  of  affliction.  May  he  sanctify  this  bereavement  to  your 
spiritual  improvement.  And  when  the  hour  of  your  own  depart- 
ure shall  arrive,  may  the  same  hope  which  gave  her  support  in 
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the  hour  of  death,  be  your  consolation,  as  you  pass  through  its 
dark  vale  and  shadow. 

Some  of  you,  respected  friends,  now  entertain  a  hope  that 
your  peace  is  made  with  God.  Take  occasion  from  the  solemn 
providence,  with  which  you  are  now  visited,  to  examine  anew 
the  foundation  of  this  hope,  to  be  more  diligent  and  faithful  in 
the  service  of  God,  and  to  gain  new  evidence  of  your  title  to  the 
heavenly  inheritance.  If  any  of  you  have  reason  to  believe 
yourselves  unprepared  for  death,  Oh,  let  not  this  solemn  call  from 
heaven  be  disregarded.  As  your  dear  departed  friend  bid  you  a 
last  farewell,  she  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that  she  should  "  again 
meet  you  in  Heaven."  Oh  let  not  this  hope  be  disappointed  in 
regard  to  any  of  you.  Let  the  love  which  you  bear  to  her  who 
expressed  it,  and  the  desire  which  you  feel  of  meeting  her  again, 
unite  with  the  motives  which  the  gospel  presents  before  you,  to 
lead  you  to  an  immediate  and  cordial  acceptance  of  Christ. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  discourse  without  one  word  to  this  nu- 
merous assembly.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  there  are  not  a  few 
present,  who  have  hitherto  neglected  to  prepare  for  death.  They 
have  probably  chosen  their  portion  in  this  world,  and  arc  now 
absorbed  in  its  cares  and  pleasures.  But,  my  friends,  you  know 
the  distinction  there  is  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
You  have  seen  how  differently  they  die.  And  you  are  now 
ready  individually  to  say,  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his."  You  cannot,  however,  "  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous"  unless  you  sustain  the  character 
of  the  righteous.  True  repentance  for  all  your  sins,  and  a 
cordial  accptance  of  the  Savior  is  indispensable  to  your  salva- 
tion. As  self-ruined  and  hell  deserving  sinners  you  must  go  to 
Christ,  and  throw  yourselves  upon  his  sovereign  mercy.  You 
must,  from  the  heart,  relinquish  the  world,  and  choose  God  as 
your  present  and  everlasting  portion.  Instead  of  seeking  your 
own  personal  interest  and  gratification  as  your  supreme  object, 
you  must  make  the  service  of  God  your  highest  delight. 

What  you  have  to  do  on  this  subject  ought  to  be  done  imme- 
diately. Every  moment's  delay  increases  your  guilt  and  your 
danger.  As  God  requires  you  immediately  to  repent,  every  mo- 
ment's delay  is  disobedience  to  his  commands.  As  repentance  is 
a  condition  of  your  salvation,  every  hour's  delay  exposes  you  to 
perish.  Where  would  the  deceased  have  been  now,  if  she  had 
3 


18 

delayed  the  work  of  repentance,  as  many  of  you  are  doing  ?  If, 
as  we  believe,  she  has  gone  to  heaven,  timely  repentance  was 
the  means  of  saving  her.  Had  she  delayed  the  work  until  now, 
she  must  have  been  lost.  Knowing  then,  my  dear  friends,  that 
you  are  every  moment  liable  to  die,  be  entreated  to  realize  the 
fact,  that  you  are  every  moment  liable  to  perish.  Flee  imme- 
diately "  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  and  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set 
before  you  in  the  gospel. 


19 


OBITUARY. 

The  following  very  just,  and  beautifully  written  notice  of  Miss  Southwick, 
which  appeared  in  the  "  Woonsocket  Patriot  "  some  weeks  after  her  decease,  is 
here  inserted  at  the  request  of  her  friends. 

JBltti,  At  Uxbridge,  Oct.  21st.  Miss  Lydia  Southwick,  aged  27  years. 

The  last  five  or  six  years  of  her  life,  were  years  of  trial.  Disease  had  seized 
upon  her  frame,  and  in  spite  of  all  prescriptions  for  her  relief,  maintained  itsgrasp 
until  its  ravages  were  complete  and  she  sunk  a  victim  to  its  relentless  power. 

Often  she  was  visited  with  seasons  of  severe  distress,  and  repeatedly  was  brought 
to  the  borders  of  the  grave,  and  then,  by  the  mysterious  hand  of  Providence,  was 
raised  up  to  a  degree  of  health,  that  enabled  her  to  enjoy  the  society  of  her  friends, 
and  encouraged  the  hope  of  her  perfect  restoration.  But  these  hopes  were  uni- 
formly blasted,  almost  as  soon  raised,  and  now  are  cut  off  forever,  and  her  friends 
are  left  to  deplore  their  loss.  But  they  are  not  left  as  those  who  mourn  without 
hope.  They  have  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  she  has  made  a  happy 
exchange. 

Before  the  first  attack  of  her  disease,  her  attention  had  been  particularly 
directed  to  the  subject  of  religion,  and  she  had  been  led  to  choose  "  that  good 
part "  of  which,  we  doubt  not,  she  is  now  reaping  the  fruit  in  those  mansions  of 
bliss,  prepared  in  heaven  for  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity. 

She  did  not  make  a  public  profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ  until  some  months 
after  her  first  illness.  This  was  a  step  that  occasioned  a  severe  struggle  in  her 
mind — a  struggle  which  none  can  appreciate,  but  those  who  feel  constrained  by 
their  sense  of  duty,  to  leave  the  church  to  which  their  parents  and  dearest  friends 
are  attached  and  in  which  they  have  been  educated,  for  a  church  of  different 
name.  Such  was  her  case.  But  she  chose  to  obey  the  dictates  of  her  con- 
science, rather  than  those  of  her  natural  inclination,  and  in  doing  thus  she  found 
great  satisfaction,  although  it  was  at  the  expense  of  much  personal  feeling. 

It  should  be  remarked  here,  in  justice  to  her  friends  as  well  as  to  herself,  that 
this  step  did  not  in  any  measure  weaken  those  bonds  of  tender  affection  which 
bound  her  to  her  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  nor  did  it  alienate  their  feeling3 
from  her.  The  same  interchange  of  kind  offices  —  the  same  solicitude  for  each 
other's  happiness  —  the  same  tender  regard  for  each  other's  feelings  marked  their 
deportment,  after  this  step  as  had  done  before. 

Her  Christian  character  was  manifested  more  by  her  patience  under  sufferings 
and  cheerful  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  in  the  midst  of  the  most  severe  afflic- 
tion, than  by  active  efforts  in  the  cause  of  religion.  Yet  she  was  not  idle,  but 
often,  as  she  had  opportunity,  would  warn  and  entreat  her  friends  and  companions 
to  prepare  for  death  —  to  be  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man.  She 
always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  related  to  the  cause  of  reli- 
gion ;  she  was  grieved  when  the  Savior  was  dishonered  by  his  professed  followers, 
and  rejoiced  always  to  hear  of  those  who  had  forsaken  the  ways  of  sin,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  Christ.  But,  as  has  been  remarked,  her  Christian  graces 
shone  brightest  when  in  the  hottest  furnace  of  affliction. 


20 

She  was  qualified  to  enjoy  the  world  in  a  high  degree  —  possessing  naturally  a 
lively  imagination,  a  sound  intellect,  and  an  unusual  share  of  social  feeling  and 
flow  of  spirits,  and  all  chastened  and  regulated  by  a  thorough  education  and  a  re- 
fined taste,  she  was  peculiarly  prepared  to  enjoy  society,  and  especially  to  find 
satisfaction  in  doing  good.  But  when  a  wise  Providence  had  otherwise  ordered 
her  lot,  she  calmly  and  cheerfully  acquiesced,  and  was  enabled  to  say,  "  The 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done."  She  not  only  bore  her  sufferings  with  Christian  for- 
titude, but  with  the  most  perfect  composure  gave  directions  in  regard  to  her  fune- 
ral, which  was  attended  at  the  meeting-house  in  Millville,  on  Friday,  Oct.  24th. 

By  her  request  Rev.  Mr.  Ide,  of  Medway,  who  had  visited  her  in  her  last 
illness,  was  invited  to  preach  the  Sermon.  His  text  was,  Numb.  23:  10,  "  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his."  The  audi- 
ence was  large,  and  listened  to  the  able  exposition  of  the  subject,  with  fixed  at- 
tention. It  is  hoped  that  all  of  them  and  every  reader  of  this  article  may  be  led 
by  the  truth  and  the  Spirit  of  God,  not  only  to  wish,  but  to  prepare  to  "die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,"  of  which  they  have  had  such  a  happy  example  in  the  case 
of  Miss  S — "Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them." 


